
Mount Cotton State School P-6:Balanced and Effective Literacy Method 

Mount Cotton’s Non-Negotiables (Every Student Reading and Writing Every day) 

Every student participating in guided reading with a teacher at least once a week 
Every class provides modelled, guided, shared and independent opportunities for all   
students, every week 
At least three S.T.R.I.V.E. words explicitly taught a week 

All teachers utilise formative assessment to inform their teaching of reading 
Differentiation 
Process- Adapt process to the individual needs 

Content- All students working at their instructional level at school and “easy” level at home  

Environment- Ability groups in the classroom setting  

Product- Modified for each learner 

Expose all students to a range of texts (all 9 genres) 

Mount Cotton’s Non-Negotiables (Every Student Reading and Writing Every day) 

All teachers plan and implement modelled, shared and independent writing sessions 

weekly 

At least three S.T.R.I.V.E. words explicitly taught a week 

All students participate in a guided writing session a week (differentiated) 

Three writing sessions  a week 

One ‘Big Write’ a week 

All students are given the opportunity to write independently and receive feedback on their writing 

Each student has an individualised writing goal 

All classrooms embed the Learning Intentions, Success Criteria and the use of an exemplar for their Writing  

Every classroom utilises Sheena Cameron writing strategies and language 

Fluency 

Fluency is the ability to read  and write quickly and naturally, recognise 

words automatically, and group words together to create comprehen-

sive sentences.  

The MC Way 

Whole class reading of known texts 

Stamina Reading 

Reading aloud/Buddy Reading (Shared reading) 

Cold writes and Big Writes 

Oral Language 

Oral language encompasses expressive (speaking) and receptive 

(listening) skills sets. This is evident through; active listening, respond-

ing to texts meaningfully, using verbal strategies and building on lan-

guage to express creative and critical thinking. 

The MC Way 

Developing an active listener 

Reading aloud/Buddy Reading (Shared reading) 

Readers Theatre 

Planning and brainstorming ideas 

Writing warm ups 

Spelling/Phonics 

Applying spelling knowledge 

The ability to hear and manipulate the sounds in oral language through words 

awareness and syllabification. Phonics is a method for teaching reading and 

writing of the English language by developing learners' phonemic awareness—the 

ability to hear, identify, and manipulate phonemes. 

The MC Way 

Jolly Phonics 

Jolly Grammar 

Spelling Rules 

C2C Spelling 

WTW (P-2 differentiation)  

 

Vocabulary 

Selecting words carefully  

Vocabulary knowledge is an awareness of a word meaning/s, 

pronunciation and etymological origins  

The MC Way 

Tricky Words 

S.T.R.I.V.E 

WOW Words 

Topic Specific Words 

Planning and Prior Knowledge 

Generating and organising ideas  

Activating prior knowledge, brainstorming ideas, sequencing 

and grouping ideas while considering the structure of the 

text.  

The MC Way 

Brainstorming 

Modelling graphic organisers and planning strategies 

Scaffolding 

Phonological Awareness 

The ability to hear and manipulate the sounds in oral language through 

words awareness, rhythm, rhyme, alliteration, syllabification, onset and 

rime. 

The MC Way 

C2C teaching and learning sequence 

Comprehension 

Understanding what is being read through strategies like; activating prior 

knowledge, self-monitoring, predicting, questioning, making connections, visualisa-

tion, inferring, summarising, synthesising (compare and contrast), skimming, scan-

ning and building vocabulary knowledge.  

The MC Way 

Beanie Babies (Comprehension) 

Questioning Owl, Picturing Penguin, Kit-Kat Connector, Iggy the Inferring Iguana, 

Jabber the Reteller and Digger the Dog  

Text Dependent Questioning- General Understanding, Key Details, Vo-

cabulary and Text Structure, Authors Purpose, Inferences, Opinions, Argu-

ments and Intertextual Connections 

Blooms Taxonomy Question Stems 

Editing/Recrafting 

Editing and adding details 

Editing is a stage of the writing process in which a writer strives to improve a by 

correcting errors and by making words and sentences more clear, more precise, 

and more effective.  The process of editing involves adding, deleting, and rear-

ranging words along with recasting sentences and cutting the clutter. 

The MC Way 

Mount Cotton Editing  

Star Writers (P/1)  

Skills Toolkit (2-6) 

Grammar 

Writing in sentences that make sense, are grammatically  

correct and flow well  

Including a range of words to engage the reader to explicitly tell them 

how, when, and where. Utilising connectives, conjunctions and a myriad 

of language features based on the purpose of the text. 

The MC Way 

Explicit grammar lessons C2C 

Gradual Release of Responsibility 

Jolly Grammar 

Sentence Starters 

Language features identified from the Australian Curriculum 

Paragraphing Strategy (Non Fiction- TEE/Fiction- TPTP) 

Punctuation 

Applying punctuation knowledge 

Punctuation is used to regulate texts and clarify their meanings, 

principally by separating or linking words, phrases, and clauses. It 

can be powerful when used correctly. Applying knowledge of punc-

tuation when reading texts. 

The MC Way 

A3 Punctuation Posters (Scope and Sequence)  

ACARA Punctuation Map 

Assessment 

Formative 

PROSE/PM                                 PAT R (1-6), PAT V (4-6) 

TEAM IQ                                    Tricky Word Sight Word Test 

Letters and Sounds assessment 

Summative 

C2C Tasks- monitoring and assessment 

C2C Writing Assessment (Differentiated tasks when needed) 

  Modelled Instruction Shared Instruction Guided Instruction Independent Application 
  
  

Purpose 

To introduce a new concept, skill or strategy. Dynamic collaborative instruction where teachers and 
students engage in writing by using writing knowledge, 

skills or processes together. 

To provide differentiated scaffolding for groups based on 
formative and diagnostic assessment. 

To provide students with opportunities to apply what 
they have learned in all writing lessons. Students be-

come increasingly self-directed and engaged. 
  

Who is 
involved? 

I DO 
Usually the teacher with the whole class or specific groups 

of students. 
  

WE DO 
Usually teacher with the whole class. 

WE DO 
Usually teacher with groups of 3-6 students with similar 

needs. 

YOU DO 
Independent students 

  
Strategies 

Direct Explanation 
Think Alouds 

Explicit Instruction 
Apply Success Criteria 

  

Think, share, pair 
Prompting/Redirection 

Feedback 
Refer to Learning Intentions 

Guided Writing 
Think Alouds (students) 
Misconception Analysis 

Redirection 
Goal focus 

Reading and writing for pleasure 
Book Club 

Research Reading 
Oral Comprehension 

Picture Response 
Homework Reading 
Blooms Questioning 

  

The Literacy Method is aligned to our MC Method and is supported by the research of L.Sharratt Clarity, S.Cameron and L. Dempsey text The Writing Book and R.Wilson VCOP. 

Feedback and Goal Setting 

Learning Intentions and Success Criteria for all lessons 
Every student has a Literacy Goal 
2 stars and a wish - wish is a goal for future writing sessions 
 
Others: 
Tickled pink and green  
Peer Sharing 
Screen Recording  
Star Writer checklists-P/2 
Verbal conferencing 
Written feedback 
Goals should be updated as the students’ progress. Students 

should be aware of their goal and how they can achieve 

them. 

Writing Tools 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gradual Release of Responsibility 

How we teach  

What am I teaching? Why am I teaching it? 

Handwriting 

Handwriting focuses on writing on lines, letter formation and writing 

both upper case and lower case letters. Students learn to write using 

Queensland cursive. 

The MC Way 

Casey Caterpillar (P/1) 

Targeting Handwriting 

https://www.thoughtco.com/writing-process-composition-1692615
https://www.thoughtco.com/writer-definition-1692511
https://www.thoughtco.com/grammatical-error-usage-1690911
https://www.thoughtco.com/word-english-language-1692612
https://www.thoughtco.com/sentence-grammar-1692087
https://www.thoughtco.com/text-language-studies-1692537
https://www.thoughtco.com/word-english-language-1692612
https://www.thoughtco.com/phrase-grammar-1691625
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-clause-grammar-1689850

